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Introduction

.|'his booklet is designed to provide a general overview and practical
guidance for compliance check investigations within your commu-
nity. It is by no means exhaustive of the topic and cannot contemplate
every possible circumstance that may arise. This document should
not be construed as providing legal advice nor does it supersede any
State or local laws applicable within your community. Prior to con-
ducting compliance checks within your community it is imperative
that you consult with your department/ agency’s legal counsel to
ensure your program adheres to all legal requirements within your
State/community.



How to Use This Document

.|'his guide provides guidelines and operational information on
reducing sales of alcohol to underage purchasers through compli-
ance investigations of alcohol retailers. It presents the rationales for
carrying out these investigations and emphasizes the importance of
reducing youth access to alcohol.

State and local enforcement agencies, policymakers, and concerned
citizens can use this guide to:

gain an understanding of the issues related to underage drinking
and the retail availability of alcohol to underage purchasers

motivate policymakers, communities, and law enforcement to
place greater emphasis on compliance investigations and preven-
tion of underage drinking

provide step-by-step guidelines for carrying out compliance
investigations

identify barriers to compliance investigations and approaches to
overcoming these barriers

utilize compliance investigations efficiently and effectively to
deter sales to minors and demonstrate community norms against
underage drinking.

This document is designed to provide guidance for carrying out
retail compliance investigations at off-premises locations such as
liquor and convenience stores. Many of the same operational issues
and strategies apply to compliance investigations at on-sales locations
such as bars and taverns. However, some adaptations must be made
to carry out investigations of this type of outlet.
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